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PILRIG PARK SCHOOL
8th April 2022

Dear Parents / Carers,
It has been another incredibly busy term at Pilrig Park School! Unfortunately, we have not been able to put together our usual end of term newsletter but I would invite you to join us on Twitter where you will receive regular updates on life at Pilrig Park School. Our new website is nearly finished. It will be launched at some point in the week after the Easter holidays and I will send a Groupcall to all parents/carers when it is live!

School life is starting to return to how it was pre-pandemic with trips, partner events and whole-school opportunities now featuring on our timetable. Our pupils and staff are busy preparing for our school show, Pilrig Park Will Rock You, which will be on Friday 17th June. Further details nearer the time. I am delighted that we will also be able to hold farewell events for our S6 leavers. The leaver’s lunch will be on Wednesday 22nd June and Wednesday 29th June will be their leaver’s assembly and ball. Mr Mackay will be in touch with more information very soon. Throughout the final term there will be more opportunities for our pupils to be out of school at events and I would like to thank all the staff for making these opportunities possible. We hope to include a “Pupil’s Blog” section on our new website where you will be able to read first hand from the pupils about the adventures they have been on!
Over the past few months there have been a few staffing changes. Mrs Buckley-Ross will be retiring in August. She is currently not in school and in the interim Mrs Ferguson and Mr Mackay are job-sharing the Depute Head Teacher position while continuing with their Principal Teacher responsibilities. You can imagine how busy they both are! I am delighted to announce that Ms McLarty was appointed to the permanent position of Principal Teacher Support for Learning. Ms Morrison, who was with us on a temporary contract, was successful in her application for a permanent teaching position at the school. Mrs Kaczynski, teacher of Arran Class, is leaving us today for Redhall School. I know all the parents/carers of Arran Class would like to thank her for everything she has done to help the new S1 pupils settle into Pilrig Park School. On the 25th April, Mrs Bishop starts with us fulltime as the new class teacher for Arran Class. There have also been a few changes with our PSAs. Blanca left back in January and Barbara and Grant will both be leaving after the holidays for new adventures. I would like to thank them for everything they have done for the pupils of Pilrig Park School and wish them well for the future. Three of our temporary PSAs, Carol, Shelley and Maciej, have all been appointed as permanent PSAs. We also have recently welcomed Keith and Rahul on temporary PSAs contracts. As well as advertising for a new Depute Head Teacher, we also have positions available for a Music teacher, Home Economics teacher and more PSA positions. I will keep you updated as we make appointments. 
I would like to thank the Parent Council very much for their continued support. There is a lovely message from them at the end of this letter. The S6 leavers would also like to thank them for their lovely leavers hoodies which they wear with pride to school. I would encourage all parents/carers to become involved with the Parent Council and details are included of how to find out more.

Two important dates for your diary. End of year report cards will be issued on Tuesday 17th May. Parent/Carer consultations will take place on Thursday 26th May. I will be providing details of this event after the holidays.

And finally, an enormous congratulations to our school gardening group for achieving both School Gardening Level 1 AND Level 2 status! I think we need to invite the Beechgrove Garden to the school to see all their achievements…………!!!
The staff and I wish all our pupils and their families a peaceful and restful holiday. 

Take care of yourselves and each other.
Ms Ann M. O’Hagan

Proud Head Teacher
Thank you to the Pilrig Park school community from your Parent Council
2022 has been yet another eventful year as the COVID challenges we faced last year are still with us.

The Parent Council would like to thank the staff team for all their hard work in keeping Pilrig Park school open, in these challenging times, and for making our school a supportive environment for families and most importantly for our young people.

We’d also like to thank our families for their continued support in following protocols and guidelines with regards to COVID that help keep everyone safe.

Families, please contact the Parent Council at pilrigpc@gmail.com to find out how you too can be involved to help support the great work of our school.

Easyfundraising  - a wee reminder!
Please help us raise donations for our young people by visiting the Easyfundraising website (and then shop!). 
Easyfundraising is an incredibly easy way to raise a donation to the school. Over 6,000 retailers donate. 
Please visit the link below to sign up; it only takes up 2 minutes of your time. 
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofpilrigpark/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
Finally, we hope all in our school community have a restful break and are able to spend time with friends and family as spring approaches. Sadly, this being Scotland there is no guarantee of spring sunshine!

Kind regards

Pilrig Park School Parent Council

 HEADTEACHER Ms Ann M O’Hagan
12 Balfour Place    Edinburgh     EH6 5DW    Tel 0131 467 7960    
E-Mail: Admin@pilrigpark.edin.sch.uk

